Paper
April Pameticky
or the day we made paper pinwheels
instead of shooting each other

We folded carefully along
perforated lines, to bend paper

into submission
only to be blown about
by Wichita Wind.

Prescribed in chaotic rolls,
it’s so easy in our pale protection

and privilege and innocence
to play at peace

with paper gestures

while Syrian refugees
cross the Mediterranean to be

cast out on the coast,
tiny babies wrapped

in their fathers’ turbans, blue

from cold and starving,.
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