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LAWN DEER 

Dave Malone 

Across the street, the neighbors 
have installed a pair of does. 
A yard sale bargain from the next block, 
the slight deer are towheaded 
from a decade of blazing sun, 
and one leans crooked near the other. 
I can’t tell if it’s the lay of the land 
or ten years of neglect on Oak Street 
that has left her hobbled, her black snout 
angling away from her friend’s shoulder 
as if she’s commenting about the shady weather 
or perhaps not saying anything, thinking instead 
about a lifetime not in her friend’s shadow 
and silent because she got her wish. 
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